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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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CLAIMS 27-32 ARE PRESENTED FOR EXAMINATION 

DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.1 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .11 7(e) had been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office Action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 25, 
2004 has been entered with the following effect: 

Claims 27-32 are drawn to a composition of aspirin and a multivitamin which 

"comprises at least one vitamin from the group including niacin, vitamin C, vitamin E, 

and vitamin Be.- 

The claims are given their broadest interpretation. They read on a patient taking 
an aspirin and multivitamin that contains vitamin C, or niacin or vitamin Be separately 
or in combination. The functional language within the claims does not further limit the 
claims. 

Applicants present priority date is June 4, 1993. The present application is a 
continuation of SN 07/746,615, filed August 19, 1991 and abandoned December 15, 
1992, which is a continuation of SN 07/317,422, filed March 3, 1989, and abandoned 
August 22, 1990. This application is not a continuation applications but is 
Supplemental continuation application. 

The earliest priority date available to the applicant is the filing date of the current 
application, June 4, 1993. 
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Therefore, Hannekens reference with a filing date of October 1 , 1990 has priority 
over the filing date of the present application, since there is a hiatus from December 15, 
1992 and June 4, 1993. 

Claims 27-32 are again rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hannekens (5,871,766). 

Hennekens in the Abstract and at column 2, line 50 to column 3, line 45 discloses 
the beneficial effects of Vitamin E on endothelial cells and atherosclerotic vascular 
disease. At column 3, lines 66-67 this reference teaches the combination of vitamin E 
and aspirin. The Amounts of Vitamin E as claimed in claims 28-32 are taught at 
column 5, lines 20-26. The amount of aspirin to be used in the combination with 
Vitamin E is taught at column 6, lines 61-66 which teach the dose of aspirin, the normal 
tablet form contains 325 mg. 

The reference clearly discloses the effect of Vitamin E on cardio-vascuiar 
diseases and that it can be combined with aspirin as set forth in the above reference. 

Applicant's claims are drawn to a composition. It is well recognized in Patent 
Law that a new use of known composition does not render the composition patentable. 

Therefore, the composition claims 27-32 are obviated under 35 U.S.C. 103 since 
an intended use limitation does not render the composition unobvious. See In re 
Skoner, 186 USPQ 80 (CCPA 1975); In re Kalm 154 USPQ 10 (CCPA 1967); In re 
Halley 132 USPQ 16 (CCPA 1961). 

None of the elected claims 27-32 are allowed. 
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The test of obviousness is "whether the teachins of the prior art, taken as 



a whole, would have made obvious the claimed invention." In re Gorman, 933 F.2d 982, 
18 USPQ 2d 1885. (Fed. Cir. 1991). In view of the above rejection it is deemed that 
the evidence presented has established a prima facie case of obviousness, is 
presented.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Theodore J. Chares whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-0625. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 A.M. to 5:00P.M. 
Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sreenivasan Padmanabhan can be reached on (571) 272-0629. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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